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General Message from the Highway Safety Manager 
 
Hi Highway Safety Partners,  
 
Although the weather may not have cooperated fully, I hope each of you had a fulfilling Memorial Day weekend.  As 
Idaho emerges from this holiday I have some good news to report.  To the best of our knowledge, the Office of Highway 
Safety is not aware of any fatalities taking place on Idaho roadways throughout the holiday period.  This period of time is 
from 6:00 pm on 5/27/11 to 6:00 am on 531/11.  To date Idaho has 41 fatalities since the beginning of the year.  I want 
to thank all those who gave of their time and sacrificed family events to work during this holiday to keep our highways 
safe. 
 
I also want the briefly share with you a research project that our office is starting with the Western Transportation 
Institute regarding the identification of effective practices for changing driver behavior (media messages and other 
methods) to reduce the incidence of fatal and serious injuries from single vehicle run-off-the-road crashes in Idaho.  
Lane departure type crashes contributes 45% to the economic cost of all crash types.   
 
Our office is excited about this project as we look for ways to change the culture of drivers that death and serious injury 
on all of Idaho’s roadways is simply not acceptable.  As mentioned, this project is just now starting and we will keep you 
posted on the progress being made.   
 
Finally as the milestone to the “unofficial” start of summer is now passing it is a good reminder of the dedicated work is 
ahead for all of us as Idaho continues to move Toward Zero Deaths.   
 
Take care and we will see you next week. 
 

 
Brent Jennings, PE 
Highway Safety Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Idaho Transportation Department - PO Box 7129 – Boise, ID 83707-1129 
P: (208) 334-8100 F: (208) 334-4430 - - www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs 

Quick Notes 
from the Idaho Office of Highway Safety May 31, 2011 
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Summary of Vehicle Occupant Protection Laws 
Ninth Edition – DOT HS 811 458 – April 2011 
 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is responsible for reducing vehicle-related fatalities and injuries on 
our nation’s highways. Research has shown that effective State and local traffic safety laws play an important role in 
helping to reduce motor vehicle crashes. For example, in 2008, States with primary seat belt laws had a 13 percent 
higher belt use rate on average compared to States without primary belt laws.  

This publication (http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811458.pdf ) provides a summary chart of the key provisions 
of State occupant protection laws and detailed lists of these laws in every State. Such laws include requiring the use of 
(1) seat belts, (2) child passenger restraint devices, and (3) motorcycle or bicycle helmets. Also included are laws that 
prohibit riding in the bed of a pickup truck. Except as noted, the status of the State laws reported is October 15, 2008. 

 
Seatbelt Enforcement 
05-25-2011, City of Moscow 

In an effort to decrease the rate of traffic injuries and focus on the goal of zero deaths; the Moscow Police 
Department will be participating in a statewide seatbelt enforcement mobilization. Through education and 
increased law enforcement presence, the Moscow Police Department hopes to increase the rate of seatbelt 
use within our jurisdiction. The enhanced enforcement will be conducted between May 26th and June 7th.  

In the state of Idaho: (I.C. 49-672, 49-673) Seatbelt laws have differing penalties for vehicle operators and 
passengers, depending upon the age of the occupants. 

Vehicle operators are required to have every passenger, under the age of six (6), secured in a child safety 
restraint. There can be a $79.00 fine for violating Idaho’s child car-seat code.  

The adult driver of a motor vehicle is required to wear a safety restraint and they are responsible for their 
juvenile passengers. There can be a $10 fine for adult drivers not restrained, or adult drivers with unrestrained 
juveniles. 

Juvenile drivers are responsible for their own safety restraint and the restraints of their juvenile passengers. 
There can be a $61.50 fine for an unrestrained juvenile driver, or a juvenile driver with an unrestrained 
juvenile passenger. 

Adult passengers are responsible for their own safety restraint and may face a $10.00 fine, for not wearing a 
safety restraint.  

Please do your part and buckle up this Memorial Day Holiday. 

Story Contact: Lt. Kwiatkowski  

Phone: 883-7054 - Email: pkwiatkowski@ci.moscow.id.us 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811458.pdf
mailto:pkwiatkowski@ci.moscow.id.us
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

If you would like to add an event to the calendar, please send an e-mail with the event details to lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov 

 
Date Event Description 

May 23-June 7, 2011 SEAT BELTS Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Lisa Losness, OHS GCO, 
lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-8103 

June 9, 2011 ITSC (Idaho Traffic Safety Commission) – Spring meeting – Boise, ID. Location ISP Region 3 

June 20, 2011 Ride to Work Day www.ridetowork.org 

June 30-July 11, 2011 IMPAIRED DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Kevin Bechen, OHS GCO, 
kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-4467 

July 15-26, 2011 AGGRESSIVE DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Cecilia Awusie, OHS 
GCO, Cecilia.awusie@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-8112 

Aug. 3, 2011 SHSP – committee chair meeting – 9:00-12:00 at ITD 

Aug. 7 – 13, 2011 National Stop on Red Week  Federal Highway Administration 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/redlight/outreach  

Aug. 26-Sept. 6, 2011 IMPAIRED DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Kevin Bechen, OHS GCO, 
kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-4467 

 

mailto:lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov
mailto:kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov
mailto:Cecilia.awusie@itd.idaho.gov
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/redlight/outreach
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